
  The Pastor Ponders... 

M issional church.  It‟s what every congregation is challenged 
to embrace.  It‟s not new but once again we were inspired at the 
Pacifica Synod Assembly to think deeply and creatively about 
what “being missional” means.  To what and to whom are we 
“sent” at the end of the Sunday gathering around Word and Sac-
rament?  For what and for whom have we been gifted and called 
to be God‟s people in this place and time?  Important questions! 
 

In the “old” days, local congregations were just supposed to do a 
good job of taking care of themselves and send a portion of their 
offerings as mission support dollars to the regional and national 
church body to fund new congregations and “world missions”.   
In the first year or two of pastoral ministry, I was involved in a 
“Vision for Mission” emphasis that declared “every congregation 
is a mission congregation”.  It changed my understanding of who 
I was and what I was to do as a Pastor.  With this concept, every 
dollar given is “missional” whether used here at Gethsemane, 
through the Pacifica Synod, or by ELCA Churchwide in the  
United States or around the world. 
 

Pentecost is the day when we celebrate our commissioning as 
missionaries.  To receive the Holy Spirit is to be set apart by the 
Holy Triune God to share the gospel and bear witness to the 
reign and will of God. Our work is here…in our congregation 
and the Serra Mesa and San Diego community and with others in 
Southern California and Hawaii, throughout the United States, 
and still “to the ends of the earth”.  Come and celebrate on June 
12th…God has work for you to do.  No one is too old or too 
young to be a part of “Missional Church”! 

Pastor Gloria Espeseth  

June 2011 
www.gethsemanesd.org      church@gethsemanesd.org    

2696 Melbourne Dr., San Diego, CA 92123 

Church office 858-277-6572; FAX 858-277-6511 

Preschool:  858-277-7710 

Whatõs up in June? 

¶ We celebrate the Festival of Pentecost on June 12 at 8:00am and 9:30am. 

¶ Weõll come together for a òGlobal Feastó on Saturday, June 19th at 5:00pm. 

¶ New conversations have begun...one on Wellness and òLife as it really isó (pain, aging, 
chronic illness, or whateverñwellness is for everyone!)...a second one on òLove 

Winsó, a book by Rob Bell that is gathering lots of conversation about heaven and hell. 
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Looking at June... 

Work Day and Gethsemane Gardeners 
We will have a Work Day along with Geth-
semane Gardeners on Saturday, June 4, 
from whatever time you get here until 10 or 
11 (itôs easyéitôs a Saturday!).  Dave Pfizen-
meier will lead us in painting poles, fascia, 
and doors and anything else we decide to 
tackle.  Yaôll come! 
 

Spaghetti Dinner 
The annual Spaghetti Dinner, co-sponsored 
with the Kensington Optimists, is Saturday, 
June 4, serving from 5:30-7:00pm.  Tickets  

are $10 for adults and $8 for children 4-11.  
The proceeds will be divided between Geth-
semane and the Optimists for youth work. 
 

Global Feast 
We will gather to celebrate the call of God at 
Pentecost and the unity we share with Chris-
tians around the world with a Global Feast on 
Saturday, June 18, at 5pm.  We are still work-
ing out the details but get the date on your 
calendar and invite a friend!  Some funding 
for this event will be provided by Thrivent  
Financial for Lutherans. 
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Odd Job Club  

At the May ñOdd Job Clubò, Jerry Albert and 
Mindy Garcia cleaned the oblong tables in the 
Garden Room, and Jerry put together the NAMI 
Walk display in the Narthex (shirt and pictures 
provided by Roxanne Rosengarten).  Join us on 
Tuesday morning (note the change in the day 
of the week!), June 14, for our next ñmeetingò.  
Come when you can and stay as long as you 
can...weôre on the schedule of grace.  We still 
have plenty of odd jobs for anyone interested in 
giving of their time and efforts for our ministry, 
building, and grounds.  Check out the ñOdd Job 
Club Boardò in the office to see what may be of 
interest to you. 

 

May Happy Birthday* 
Ben Mitchell  1st 

Marta Brown  5th 

Cameron Pfizenmeier  4th 

Brad Trousdale  11th 

Chuck Johnson  13th 

Dianne Smalligan  16th 

Mary Erlenborn  18th 

Tami Bergen 23rd 

Joanne Driskill  25th 

Roxanne Rosengarten  26th 

Amy Trousdale  26th 

Kathy Layritz  29th 

Barbara Gandolfo  31st 

(*belated but with all good wishes!) 

This ón That 

Happy Fathers Day to all 

our Dads. 

Mission and Ministry Support 

Our 2011 financial support for the ongoing Mis-
sion and Ministry of Gethsemane is strong and 
will need to remain so for the remaining seven 
months of 2011.  If all was even throughout the 
year, as of the middle of May (20 weeks), we 
were right on target.  In addition, the special 
Easter offering was $1,367.  Our offering 
through our Lenten envelopes for the ELCA  
Malaria Campaign and Haiti Earthquake Relief 
was $324.  For all of this, we give thanks. 
 

In your offering envelope box is an envelope for 
ñPentecostò which enables you to 
give a special ñabove and beyondò 
gift for our ongoing mission and 
ministry as some did at Easter.   
May we continue to be blessed with 
cheerful giving. 
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Prayer Quilters ñSit and Sewò in the Garden 
Room at Gethsemane every month.  In order to 
include those who cannot make the Tuesday 
meetings, the Quilters are moving their June 
meeting to Saturday morning, June 11th, from 
10am to noon. 
 

The Menôs Coffee will take a 
hiatus on June 7th, 14th, and 
21st, resuming on June 28th, 
as Jerry and Hildie Class will 
be vacationing along the West 
Coast.   
 

Sponsoring the Prayer Vigil Light is 
available to anyone who may be in 
need, have a special anniversary or 
birthday to celebrate, or want to mark a 
special life circumstance.  It is a won-
derful focal point for prayer and medita-
tion.  The signup sheet is in the narthex, and the 
suggested donation is $10. 
 

The Monday Text Study will continue in the 
summer.  Each week we meet at 10:30am to 
study the texts for the following Sunday.  You do 
not need to be there every week since each 
study stands on its own. 
 

The Choir will end their year with special    
music on June 26, Gospel Hour Sunday.  Invite 
someone to join you that day for inspiring music 
and the blessings of gathering for Godôs gifts in 
Word and Sacrament. 
 

The Friendship Lunch moves to Mission Vil-
lage Christian Fellowship for June.  Thanks to all 
who helped with soup, bread, and dessert in 
May.  Thanks to Helen and Tami Bergen, Mary 
Erlenborn, and Inga Johnson for their hosting 
with wonderful hospitality. 

June Happy Birthday  
Jerry Albert  6th 

Linda Juhasz  7th 

Palmer Hayward  11th 

Karen Coleman  22nd 

Mark Mendoza  25th 
 

Welcome... 
Linda Peters committed to 
Gethsemaneõs mission and 
ministry on May 22 and has 
already added her voice to our 
great choir.  Welcome also to 
her husband Bryan who will 
also be with us. 

Gifts to and from NAMI  
 

It was our joy to participate in the NAMI Walk once again which 
raised over $131,000.  Our walkers raised over $1,000 but look at 
what we are able to do when we join hands with others! 
 

In return, we can benefit from NAMI‟s many programs.  “Aging 
Well for Older Adults and Caregivers” is a free program offered 
through County Mental Health on June 15, from 10-11am at St. 
John Garabed Armenian Church at 4473 30th Street.  Here‟s a 
description of the program:  “Aging Well seeks to make the case 
that mental health issues are no different than physical health is-
sues.  Mental illness is as treatable and „normal‟ as physical ill-
ness.”  For more information, call 619-584-5564 or go to 
www.namisandiego.org. 



Friday Book Group 

Those interested in discussing Rob 
Bellôs book, ñLove Wins:  heaven, hell, 
and the fate of  every person who ever 
livedò, are invited to Francie Krauelôs 
home, 10867 Valiente Court, at 9am on 
Fridays in June.  The book generated 
enough interest to make the cover on 
the April 25 issue of ñTimeò (ñWhat If 
Thereôs No Hell?ò) and the May 17   
issue of ñChristian Centuryò (ñBetting on 
Godôs Loveò).  Copies of these articles 
are in the narthex and will be covered in 
the first week.  If you are interested, talk 
with Francie or Pastor Gloria. 

News from TACO at First Lutheran downtown 

Over $13,000 was raised for the Third Avenue 
Charitable Organization at Empty Bowls! Itôs times like 
this where we get a glimpse of how blessed TACO is 
by the support of so many people!   

 

As of May 15, we have served over 8,300 
meals to over 5,200 people!  We also bid farewell to 
our two Masters of Social Work interns, Stephanie and 
Shari, as they end their two semesters with TACO.  In 
their time here, they have assisted clients with needs 
such as finding medical services, housing, or birth cer-
tificates.  They have also done one-on-one counseling 
for people with depression, anger management issues, 
and other needs.  They have been a blessing to this 
organization, and we wish them well. 

 

As always, many thanks to each of you for 
your support of TACO. 

 

  Rachel Line 
  Volunteer 

Coordinator 

Serra Mesa Community Garden and Orchard Wellness Conversation 

We gather again on Monday, June 6, at 2pm 
for a ñWellness Conversationò with the em-
phasis of wellness for all whether living with 
chronic pain, the realities of aging, chronic 
illnesses, or whatever.  Our first conversation 
in May was well received and very support-
ive of one another.  Wellness is not just for 
the young and fit but for all of us.  Some 
have read a book on pain but it is not neces-
sary to have done that to benefit from this 
conversation. 

Serra Mesa Community Garden and Or-
chardò is well underway.  Twelve fruit 
trees were donated by SDG&E and are in 
the ground.  Another ten are on the way.  

The fencing is nearly done with the garden beds 
coming next.  The folks who committed to this are an 
awesome group and have been putting in long days 
on most Saturdays.  Tell your neighbors about this 
new venture in Serra Mesa. 

Remember our wonderful 
Labyrinth Prayer Walkwayé 
 
Tell someone about it... 
 
Invite someone to come and 
walk and pray with youé 
 
Use the Prayer Walk 
brochure from the office or 
narthex to help focus an 
experience of meditation and 
prayer on our grounds.   
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Save these datesé 
 
July 4, ñCome to Breakfast and Take a Hikeò in 
Shawn Canyon ð 7-9:00am...joint event with 
Friends of Ruffin Canyon. 
 
July 9, 7pm, ñShepherdsô Choir (all Lutheran pas-
tors) Benefit Concert  at Christ Lutheran Pacific 
Beach to raise funds for Japan Earthquake Relief. 
 
July 16, 5:35pm, Padres vs. Giantsébenefit for 
the Serra Mesa Food Pantry...see Jerry Albert 
about tickets. 
 
July 21, 6:30pm at the Organ Pavilion in Balboa 
Park...Roger Krauelôs ñSan Diego Sixò Dixieland 
Band will be playing.  Come early with a picnic 
supper. 
 



 

Peace Lutheran Church, a small 

ELCA congregation in Joplin, MO, had 
their building destroyed in the tornado.  
We tied a Prayer Quilt for them on May 
29th and will send them whatever do-
nation we received designated for 
them.  Regardless of their insurance 
settlement, they will have extra needs 
as they are answering the call to be 
Godôs people in this time and place.   

Gethsemane Lutheran Church  
2696 Melbourne Dr. ,   
San Diego,  CA  92123  

Phone: (858) 277-6572 

Fax (858) 277-6511 

church@gethsemanesd.org 

Gethsemane Lutheran Churché  
grounded in the gospel, anchored in Word and 

Sacrament, traditional yet creative, seeking to be 
Godõs people in this time and place. 

Weõ
re 

on 
the

 We
b 

 

www.gethsemanesd.org
 

Want help save a tree?  Have your 
ñWitnessò delivered in color via e-mail?  
Just ask at: church@gethsemanesd.org 


